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NCMA 2011, the 3rd workshop in this series, took place at MiLano from July
18-19, in SaLa b1 RAPPRESENTANZA of the main building of UNIVERSITA DEGLI STUDI
p1 MiLANO, a nice room for representation and meetings in a historical building.

The organizing committee consisted of RupoLr FREUND, MARKUS HOLZER, CAR-
L0 MEREGHETTI, FRrRIEDRICH OtTO, BEATRICE PALANO, as well as LAURA ScOLARI,
and IsiborA Gazziiro. The workshop was supported by INstiTur FUR COMPUT-
ERSPRACHEN DER TECHNISCHEN UNIVERSITAT WIEN. NCMA 2011 was attended by 32
participants from 10 countries, with details as follows:
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The scientific program consisted of 2 invited lectures and 12 contributions se-
lected from 18 submissions from 9 countries as shown below (C country, I invited,
A accepted):
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It can be found at
http://www.informatik.uni-giessen.de/ncma2011/.

The workshop was opened on Monday morning by CARLO MEREGHETTI, intro-
ducing NCMA, welcoming participants, and giving information on organization.

The first invited lecture ‘Quantum Finite Automata’ by ANDRIS AMBAINIS was
a very good survey on quantum finite automata (QFA), in particular on their space
efficiency, on the difference between 1-way and 2-way QFA, and relations be-
tween QFA and quantum Markov chains. With the second invited talk, ‘An Al-
ternating Hierarchy for Finite Automata’, ViLiam GEFFERT gave an excellent pre-
sentation on the infinite hierarchy of state complexity classes of 2-way alternating
finite automata, also solving several open problems. Good and interesting talks
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were given by MaRria PaoLa Bianchi on regularity of languages defined by formal
series, and on normal forms for unary probalistic automata, by ALAIN FINKEL on
Parikh automata and related models, by MarTHiAS WENDLANDT On string assem-
bling systems, and by ONpREJ KLiMA On bioautomata.

The proceedings, edited by RuboLr FrReunp, MarRkUs HoLzer, CARLO MERE-
GHETTI, FRIEDRICH OT1TO, and BEATRICE PaLANO, containing all invited talks and con-
tributions, have been published as Band 282 of OsTERREICHE COMPUTER GESELL-
scHAFT. In the coffee breaks coffee, mineral water, juice, and pastries were offered.
On Monday evening there was a social dinner in the restaurant CANTINA PIEMON-
TESE, about 2 minutes walk from the conference site. There we were offered a
choice of typical regional dishes and wines. It lasted well until 24 h. Weather was
warm and sunny, with highest temperatures around 25°C.

In summary, the workshop was successful, at a high level, and in a nice atmo-
sphere. Next NCMA will be held in 2012 in FriBourg, Switzerland.
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